Betty Knapp

August 20, 1920 - May 20, 2014

Elizabeth "Betty" Knapp was born August 20, 1920 in Redfield, SD to parents
Paul and Ida (Brockman) Beckmen. She spent the bulk of her life in Redfield.
She graduated from Redfield High School in 1938, where she was recognized
as a champion speller. Her parents owned a grocery store in town and she
recalls going there to get penny candy as a child. The Depression, however,
was not kind to the family store, which closed during the "Dirty 30s". She
married Wendell Knapp, to this union 4 children were born: Michael (Mick),
Connie, Greg and Diane. Mick and Greg were mentally retarded, as the term
was called in those days. She was a mother who strongly believed that her
sons should never be institutionalized, so she made sure they stayed at home
with family. Betty and Wendell were instrumental in getting the Redfield
chapter of the Association of Retarded Citizens started and advocated for
their support. Betty worked as a federal employee for the Farmers Home
Administration for over 20 years. She enjoyed getting to know the farmers and
learning about various crops and aspects of farming. Betty enjoyed reading,
fishing, camping and doing word find puzzles. She also enjoyed music and in
her early adult years played piano in her brother Donald's dance band. The
band played various venues in the Redfield area. Her love of music continued
throughout her life, even in her last days she enjoyed listening to music,
particularly her beloved hymns. Betty and sons moved to Tea, SD in 1998.
They lived in an apartment for a couple of years and then Betty moved into
assisted living. In 2011 she moved to her daughter Diane's home and lived



there until her death. She enjoyed going to Daybreak and later the Ceili
Cottage. Betty died May 20, 2014 at the age of 93. She is survived by her
children Greg Knapp and Diane Larsen; 5 grandchildren: Tamra, Steven,
Jarrod, Nick and Brianna and 4 great-grandchildren: Adrianna, Holden, Elliel
and Jackson. She was preceded in death by her children Mick and Connie.
Services will begin 10:30 a.m. Friday, May 23 at Augustana Lutheran Church,
Sioux Falls with burial for follow at the Greenlawn Cemetery, Redfield, South
Dakota at approximately 3.30 p.m. Friday. Visitation will begin one hour prior
to the service also at the church.



Tribute Wall

Rest in peace Mom....I love you and always will! It was a privilege to
have you live with me for the last 2 1/2 years. Thank you for that
gift.

Diane Larsen - May 26, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Our deepest sympathies to Betty's family. She was such a friendly
and a very courageous woman!

Dawn and Kerry Baird - May 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Diane and families: Our sympathies in the loss of your mom. Jerry
and Sheila

Jerry and Sheila Van Voorst - May 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Diane & Family- So sorry to hear of the loss of your beloved Mother.
You are all in my thoughts and prayers. Kim

Kim Soyer - May 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Greg, Diane and family: | worked with Betty at the old Ag Service
Center in Redfield, just east of Hansen Motors. We only had a
lovely orange divider between FmHA and ASCS so we saw each
other all of the time. Doug and Connie were high school classmates
and we shared the OSL Church family. Peace be with you. Diane &
Doug

Diane & Doug Dangel - May 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM



Diane and Family,

So sorry for your loss. You are in my thoughts and prayers. We are
camping and will be unable to be with you Friday in person but will
be thinking of you and praying for your family.

Connie Ideker - May 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM



